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Bipartisan Call Issued to Address Road Safety Crisis
Organizations Share with Incoming Administration, Congress & Other Leaders

Nationwide - On November 17, 2024, as communities across the nation organized popular events
as part of World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims (WDoR), a coalition of groups issued
an open letter encouraging the incoming Trump Administration and federal, state and local
transportation officials to address America’s roadway safety crisis.

Issued jointly by Families for Safe Streets, Vision Zero Network, It Could Be Me, League of
American Bicyclists, PeopleForBikes, America Walks and other groups (full list), the letter cites the
dire reality that more than 40.000 people are killed and millions more are injured in preventable
traffic crashes each year, along with the alarming economic toll of $460 billion in economic costs
and $1.4 trillion in quality-of-life costs related to crashes in 2023.

The letter was shared by Dan Langenkamp in Washington, D.C., where more than 1,000 people
participated in the Ride for Your Life 2024, organized to memorialize Dan’s wife, Sarah Debbink
Langenkamp, a mother and U.S. diplomat who was hit and killed while biking home from her sons’
elementary school in Bethesda, Maryland in 2022, soon after she had been evacuated from a war
zone in Ukraine. Dan Langenkamp and his two sons were joined by local and national leaders,
including Jennifer Homendy, chair of the National Transportation Safety Board, at a rally on the
steps of the Lincoln Memorial.
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The ride in D.C. was one of 70 World Day of Remembrance events in 29 states, drawing elected
leaders, advocates and people who have been injured in or lost loved ones in traffic crashes. See a
map. summaries and photos of actions nationwide.

The open letter to the incoming administration, Congress and other elected officials comes at a
critical time, as the U.S. has the highest rate of traffic deaths among 29 high-income countries
analyzed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. In the letter, the groups call on elected
leaders to “honor these victims — and commit to delivering cost-effective, safe transportation
choices to the American people.”

The recommendations include the following (full text):

1. Safe roads: Let's make sure our roads are designed to be safe for everyone, complete with
safe sidewalks, bikeways and crossings, especially for kids and seniors. We urge Congress
to pass the Sarah Langenkamp Active Transportation Safety Act (S3964/HR1668) to allow
states flexibility in using Federal Highway Safety Program funds to help communities,
especially those in rural America, afford life-saving walking and biking infrastructure.

2. Safe vehicles: Simple, targeted vehicle upgrades can offer cost-effective solutions to help
protect everyone without needing heavy-handed regulation. This includes Automatic
Emergency Braking and blind spot detection in vehicles, both of which need to account for
all road users. And low-tech solutions, such as under-ride guards, can keep people from
being trapped underneath the carriages of trucks — a deadly but preventable problem.

3. Safe speeds: Communities deserve the freedom to set speed limits for safety. They know
how to prevent dangerous speeds, including aligning road design and speed limits with
safety goals. States are increasingly recognizing the importance of local control when it
comes to managing speeds for safe travel — a trend that should be supported.

4. Safe drivers: Recognizing the dangers of distracted and impaired driving, states can require
alcohol ignition interlocks for repeat offenders of drunk driving and, similarly, speed
interlocks for repeat dangerous speeders. Focusing on the worst-of-the worst drivers will
keep our communities safer.

5. Improved post-crash care: After a crash, every second matters, and we can do more to
prepare and fund emergency response systems so they can do their jobs and save lives,
especially in rural areas with longer distances to medical services.

Such measures draw overwhelming public support, according to research by Texas A&M University.
Nearly 83% of survey participants support local governments doing more to improve road safety.

Road safety efforts are being bolstered by the popular Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) grant
program created by the 2021 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. So far, SS4A has provided $2.9 billion in
federal funding to more than 1,600 communities in all 50 states and Puerto Rico, empowering tribal,
local, and regional efforts to save lives and reduce serious injuries on the roads. The funds cover
nearly 75% of the nation’s population, with half of the communities funded in rural areas. A few days
before World Day of Remembrance, a new round of SS4A funding was announced to benefit 257
communities’ safety work.
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Support for road safety investments was apparent in communities nationwide on World Day of
Remembrance days ago. Examples of local WDoR events include the following:

e In Jacksonville, Florida, 508 white flags were displayed, representing each of the traffic deaths
in the past 3 years. The City is developing its first Vision Zero Action Plan plan and implementing
quick build demonstration projects to improve safety, thanks to $1.6 million in Safe Streets &
Roads for All (SS4A) funding. “The loss of your loved ones is made even more tragic by the fact
that most roadway injuries and deaths are preventable...Roadway safety requires us to be
proactive,” said Jacksonville Mayor Donna Deegan at the city’s first-ever WDoR event.

¢ In Indianapolis, Indiana, organizers urged city leaders to budget $8 million for quick-build road
safety measures, such as traffic calming, corner bulb-outs and improved crosswalks. “We should
not normalize traffic violence. This should not be part of the normal experience of existing in our
cities,” said Dr. Ana Maria Ferreria with Bike Indianapolis. The city and regional partners have
received SS4A funding, including $19 million to improve six corridors with Complete Streets
safety upgrades.

e In Wichita, Kansas, a walk and bike ride drew attention to calls for road safety measures,
including protected bike lanes, pedestrian crossings and lower speed limits in high-risk areas.
The area’s regional planning organization received a $940,000 SS4A planning and
demonstration grant, including piloting an alert system to send real-time notifications to drivers
informing them of approaching EMS vehicles. “Each life lost represents someone’s family, friend
or neighbor, and these tragedies are preventable,” said Holly Terrill, executive director of Bike
Walk Wichita. “Through small changes and persistent action, we can make a difference and
prevent future losses of life.”

From Vision Zero Network’s Executive Director Leah Shahum: “We see major momentum in
communities across the nation who want action to improve safety on our streets. At a time when the
nation seems so divided, improving safety on the roads is a place where people are uniting for
change.”

From Families for Safe Streets Co-Founder Amy Cohen, whose 12-year-old son Sammy was hit
and killed by a driver in NYC: “We know what’s needed to make big strides in improving road safety
for all. What we need now is leadership at every level to make the changes that will save lives and
make sure that all our communities are safe to travel in — big or small, urban or rural.”

From It Could Be Me Founder Triny Willerton, who was hit and severely injured by a distracted
driver in his truck while biking in Boulder, Colorado: “We have the knowledge and know-how to
make our streets safer for everyone. We need to help people understand that change is possible by
shifting policies and culture to recognize that these tragic crashes are not just ‘accidents’ — that they
are predictable and preventable.”

See a full World Day of Remembrance summary, photos, personal stories and map. Vision Zero
Network, in partnership with Families for Safe Streets, It Could Be Me, Road to Zero Coalition, and
National Safety Council helped communities across the nation organize World Day of
Remembrance events and mobilize for safety solutions. More at https.//wdor-usa.org/
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